g PILGRIMAGE OF HOPE
INDIA 2009

GROUP EMAIL NO 2
Dear Pilgrims and Parents of Pilgrims,
Please find bdow information regarding the following points:

Visas

Preparation Activities

Profiles and Profile photographs

Webste Address

Contact details

Healthcare and VaccinaionsSchedule updde
Fundrising

Flight Itinerary
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1. Visas

If you have not already doneso, it isimportant tha you now ensure tha all passports
are upto date and also tha they are valid until at least six months after our return (ie
until July 2009)

We have had a nunber of queaies aboutVisas Dit isimportant that nobodylodges
thar application yet, asthiswill bedoneon agroup basis by staff members at each
school. In Augug, | will send outinformation regarding specific responsgs tha have
to beinserted onto thevisa application form in order to avoid problems | ater.
Applicationswill be sent to local offices, and contact details for these offices will be
circulated in Augug, in plenty of time for Pilgrims to have ther applicationslodge.

Theonly exceptionto thisis for people who will be travelling on nonAudralian
passports Bl would ask those people to now contact the Indian Conaulate in Canbera
(Ph (02)62733999)to find out any particular requirements for them (these may vary
accordingto nationality). Usudly, theonly difference will bein terms of cog and the
time taken to process thevisa; for example, it usudly takes six to eightdaysto
process Audralian visas, butlonge for other counties. Those travellingon non
Audralian passports should still not yet lodgether application form, merely liaise
with ther staff member regarding their specific requirements.

2. Prepaation Activities

Now is agoodtimeto start preparationsfor the Pilgrimagein your school groups
Themore thinking aboutthejourney tha the students are involved in, themore
prepared they will befor ther experiencesin January.

The suggestionsbdow are not compulsory, jus ideas of activities which have
benefited variousPilgrimsin the past.



For example, some students have spent time volunteering and doing service work in a
local nursing home. Others have visited afunea home to explore thar own feelings
regarding death. Experience has shown tha with prior arrangament, some funeal
directors are more than prepared to discuss issues with groupsof students on a visit.
Other students have foundtha spending time with someonewith a physca or mental
disability has equippead them for some of thar Kolkata experiences. Some teachers
have arranged for someonewith a significant disability to talk to thegroupaboutthar
own struggles and the hardships of living with varioustypes of disability, to raise the
studentsCawareness of these issues. Other students have spent time researching
Mother Theresa and her work with the Missionaies of Charity. Studentswho are
avid readers can access an appropriate reading list by downloading the movie onthe
webste called Qpreparation activitiesO

Students and staff who have participated in our previouspilgrimages to India have
many experiences and stories to share. It is beneficial to get afirst hand accountfrom
them and each Pilgrimage of Hope School staff member can provide contact details
for past pilgrims, especially our POHO9 Peer Support team.

It shoud beundestoodthat these suggestionsare not aiming to hd p students set
themselves up as experts, butto start them on thejoumey of building aknowledge
base and thinking aboutissues tha may affect them in India.

3. Profiles and Profile photographs

I now need each pilgrim (staff andstudents) to provide uswith a brief persond profile
which introduces themselves to thar fellow pilgrims. This has already been
completed by WA pilgrims.

It isworth viewing some of last year® pilgrimsQprofiles (they are still onthe 2008
part of thewebste) to give people an idea of the sort of thing tha can bewritten.
These profiles are not made public, butare put onour password protected webste and
therefore can beviewed only by fellow pilgrims and the co-ordinaing staff in India.
Given thefact tha they will beread by people with whomwe will work in Kolkata, it
isimportant that you are culturally sendtive in terms of wha you write.

| also need a current photograph of each pilgrim and staff member Bplease e-mail a
head and shoulders shotin jpg form directly to Jenny Hawksworth (Jennyassist with
all POH adnin, andis coordinating our POHO9 India accommodaton arrangements
in Kolkata), dlongwith any contact details such as e-mail addresses, MSN, Skypeor
Y ahooMessenge (see point 5 bdow). Jennysemail addressis.
pohalmin@ccgswa.edu.au

4. Webste Address and password

A couple of people have had difficulty accessing the webdte Bthe password is
Rodney Dplease note the lower case QQ

Reminde:

username: poh09india

password: rodney

5. Contact ddails

Once thedirectory is complete and uploaded onto the webste, pilgrims will beable to
make contact with each other. PreviousyearsOpilgrims have foundtha meeting on-
lineas agroupwas a ussful way to hold convesationsand get to knowther fellow
travellers before we arrive in Kolkata. Making contact with other pilgrims will enable
students to discuss how they are feeling, ther conaerns questionsand hopes for the
Pilgrimage, and to access peer suppot leaders who have been to India before and will



proveto beagreat source of information.

6. Hedthcare and Vaccindionsupdde

Theupdded MHeathcare and Vaccination ScheduleOis now onthewebsite. Please
enaure that your pilgrims print it off andtake it to ther family dodor for discussion.
It isimportant tha pilgrims visit ther GP now, to ensure tha there is sufficient time
to implement thefull vaccination schedule.

7. Fundaising

Asyour groupstarts to consgder collecting donaionsand organising fund-raising
activities, there are afew mattersthat | would like to clarify. Itisessential that we do
notfundraise in thename of the Pilgrimage of Hope Mothe Theresafelt it
important that her name and tha of the Missionaries of Charity should nat be linked
with any fundraising activities, and we mug respect thiswish. We can therefore
collect donaionsQo take to IndiaQ or raise fundsto hdp with an individud @ levy,
butin doing so we mug becareful to avoid usng the POH name.

8. Hight Itinerary

| also need to point outtha theflight itinerary we have organised is obvioudy aways
subject to change and that thisis something we have no control over, asit isentirely
in the handsof theflight opeaator. Thereisalso the possibility of owr encounteringa
fud tax surchageinaease, agan something that we have no control over and which
could occur up urtil thetime of our find payments.

Our current flight date/times are:

PERTH

SQ 224Y 05JAN PERSIN 0840 1255

SQ 516 Y 05JAN SINCCU 1900 2035

SQ 517Y 26JAN CCUSIN 2150 #0425

SQ 223Y 27JAN SINPER 0930 1535

SYDNEY

SQ 232Y 05JAN SYDSIN 1245 1740
SQ 516 Y 05JAN SINCCU 1900 2035
SQ 517Y 26JAN CCUSIN 2150 #0425
SQ 233Y 27JAN SINSYD 0700 1730

MELBOURNE

SQ 238Y 05JAN MELSIN 1055 1530
SQ 516 Y 05JAN SINCCU 1900 2035
SQ 517Y 26JAN CCUSIN 2150 #0425
SQ 227Y 27JAN SINMEL 2100 #0715

ADELAIDE

SQ 268Y 05JAN ADLSIN 1305 1740
SQ 516 Y 05JAN SINCCU 1900 2035
SQ 517 Y 26JAN CCUSIN 2150 #0425
SQ 269Y 27JAN SINADL 2350 #0905



Summary
Check passports are up to date

Non-Audraiansshould investigate thar particular requirements
Organise preparation activities for pilgrims

Send profile and jpg phobgraph to Jenny Hawksworth

Print updded vaccination schedule and take it to thefamily dodor
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| hopeyou enjoy arelaxing and refreshing mid-year holiday.
Let's continueto keep oneanother in our thoughs and prayers.

Please could you send me a quick email response - confirming that you have
received and read this email. (please also let me knowany other email addresses
you would like addel to our POHO9 ndia email databa%)

hoke jane

brother james
Director - Pilgrimage of Hope Updated: 10" July 2008




