
 
 

 
 
GROUP EMAIL NO 2 
 
Dear Pilgrims and Parents of Pilgrims, 
 
Please find below information regarding the following points: 
 
1. Visas 
2. Preparation Activities 
3. Profiles and Profile photographs 
4. Website Address 
5. Contact details 
6. Healthcare and Vaccinations Schedule update 
7. Fundraising 
8. Flight Itinerary 
 
1.  Visas 
If you have not already done so, it is important that you now ensure that all passports 
are up to date and also that they are valid until at least six months after our return (ie 
until July 2009). 
 
We have had a number of queries about Visas Ð it is important that nobody lodges 
their application yet, as this will be done on a group basis by staff members at each 
school.  In August, I will send out information regarding specific responses that have 
to be inserted onto the visa application form in order to avoid problems later.  
Applications will be sent to local offices, and contact details for these offices will be 
circulated in August, in plenty of time for Pilgrims to have their applications lodged. 
 
The only exception to this is for people who will be travelling on non-Australian 
passports Ð I would ask those people to now contact the Indian Consulate in Canberra 
(Ph (02) 6273 3999) to find out any particular requirements for them (these may vary 
according to nationality).  Usually, the only difference will be in terms of cost and the 
time taken to process the visa; for example, it usually takes six to eight days to 
process Australian visas, but longer for other countries.  Those travelling on non-
Australian passports should still not yet lodge their application form, merely liaise 
with their staff member regarding their specific requirements. 
 
2. Preparation Activities  
Now is a good time to start preparations for the Pilgrimage in your school groups.  
The more thinking about the journey that the students are involved in, the more 
prepared they will be for their experiences in January. 
 
The suggestions below are not compulsory, just ideas of activities which have 
benefited various Pilgrims in the past. 
 



For example, some students have spent time volunteering and doing service work in a 
local nursing home.  Others have visited a funeral home to explore their own feelings 
regarding death.  Experience has shown that with prior arrangement, some funeral 
directors are more than prepared to discuss issues with groups of students on a visit.  
Other students have found that spending time with someone with a physical or mental 
disability has equipped them for some of their Kolkata experiences.  Some teachers 
have arranged for someone with a significant disability to talk to the group about their 
own struggles and the hardships of living with various types of disability, to raise the 
studentsÕ awareness of these issues.  Other students have spent time researching 
Mother Theresa and her work with the Missionaries of Charity.  Students who are 
avid readers can access an appropriate reading list by downloading the movie on the 
website called Òpreparation activitiesÓ. 
Students and staff who have participated in our previous pilgrimages to India have 
many experiences and stories to share. It is beneficial to get a first hand account from 
them and each Pilgrimage of Hope School staff member can provide contact details 
for past pilgrims, especially our POH09 Peer Support team. 
 
It should be understood that these suggestions are not aiming to help students set 
themselves up as experts, but to start them on the journey of building a knowledge 
base and thinking about issues that may affect them in India. 
 
3. Profiles and Profile photographs 
I now need each pilgrim (staff and students) to provide us with a brief personal profile 
which introduces themselves to their fellow pilgrims. This has already been 
completed by WA pilgrims. 
It is worth viewing some of last yearÕs pilgrimsÕ profiles (they are still on the 2008 
part of the website) to give people an idea of the sort of thing that can be written.  
These profiles are not made public, but are put on our password protected website and 
therefore can be viewed only by fellow pilgrims and the co-ordinating staff in India.  
Given the fact that they will be read by people with whom we will work in Kolkata, it 
is important that you are culturally sensitive in terms of what you write. 
 
I also need a current photograph of each pilgrim and staff member Ð please e-mail a 
head and shoulders shot in jpg form directly to Jenny Hawksworth (Jenny assist with 
all POH admin, and is coordinating our POH09 India accommodation arrangements 
in Kolkata), along with any contact details such as e-mail addresses, MSN, Skype or 
Yahoo Messenger (see point 5 below). Jennys email address is: 
pohadmin@ccgs.wa.edu.au 
 
4.  Website Address and password 
A couple of people have had difficulty accessing the website Ð the password is 
Rodney Ð please note the lower case ÒrÓ! 
Reminder: 
username: poh09india 
password: rodney 
 
5.  Contact details 
Once the directory is complete and uploaded onto the website, pilgrims will be able to 
make contact with each other.  Previous yearsÕ pilgrims have found that meeting on-
line as a group was a useful way to hold conversations and get to know their fellow 
travellers before we arrive in Kolkata.  Making contact with other pilgrims will enable 
students to discuss how they are feeling, their concerns, questions and hopes for the 
Pilgrimage, and to access peer support leaders who have been to India before and will 



prove to be a great source of information. 
 
6.  Healthcare and Vaccinations update 
The updated ÔHealthcare and Vaccination ScheduleÕ is now on the website.  Please 
ensure that your pilgrims print it off and take it to their family doctor for discussion.  
It is important that pilgrims visit their GP now, to ensure that there is sufficient time 
to implement the full vaccination schedule. 
 
7. Fundraising 
As your group starts to consider collecting donations and organising fund-raising 
activities, there are a few matters that I would like to clarify.  It is essential that we do 
not fund raise in the name of the Pilgrimage of Hope.  Mother Theresa felt it 
important that her name and that of the Missionaries of Charity should not be linked 
with any fund-raising activities, and we must respect this wish.  We can therefore 
collect donations Òto take to IndiaÓ, or raise funds to help with an individualÕs levy, 
but in doing so we must be careful to avoid using the POH name. 

8. Flight Itinerary 
I also need to point out that the flight itinerary we have organised is obviously always 
subject to change, and that this is something we have no control over, as it is entirely 
in the hands of the flight operator.  There is also the possibility of our encountering a 
fuel tax surcharge increase, again something that we have no control over and which 
could occur up until the time of our final payments. 
Our current flight date/times are: 
PERTH 
SQ  224 Y  05JAN PERSIN  0840   1255 
SQ  516 Y  05JAN SINCCU   1900   2035 
SQ  517 Y  26JAN CCUSIN   2150  #0425 
SQ  223 Y  27JAN SINPER  0930   1535  

SYDNEY 
SQ  232 Y  05JAN SYDSIN   1245   1740 
SQ  516 Y  05JAN SINCCU   1900   2035 
SQ  517 Y  26JAN CCUSIN   2150  #0425 
SQ  233 Y  27JAN SINSYD   0700   1730 
  
MELBOURNE 
SQ  238 Y  05JAN MELSIN   1055   1530 
SQ  516 Y  05JAN SINCCU   1900   2035 
SQ  517 Y  26JAN CCUSIN   2150  #0425 
SQ  227 Y  27JAN SINMEL   2100  #0715 
  
ADELAIDE 
SQ  268 Y  05JAN ADLSIN   1305   1740 
SQ  516 Y  05JAN SINCCU  1900   2035 
SQ  517 Y  26JAN CCUSIN 2150  #0425 
SQ  269 Y  27JAN SINADL  2350  #0905 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Summary 
1.  Check passports are up to date 
2.  Non-Australians should investigate their particular requirements 
3.  Organise preparation activities for pilgrims 
4.  Send profile and jpg photograph to Jenny Hawksworth 
5.  Print updated vaccination schedule and take it to the family doctor 
 
 
 
I hope you enjoy a relaxing and refreshing mid-year holiday. 
Let's continue to keep one another in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 
Please could you send me a quick email response - confirming that you have 
received and read this email. (please also let me know any other email addresses 
you would like added to our POH09India email database) 
 
 
God Bless 
 

brother james 

brother james 
Director - Pilgrimage of Hope                              Updated: 10th July 2008 


